Make-Up Work
Parish Advent Celebration
Saturday, December 1, 2007
Grades 7-9

We viewed the film “The Nativity.” It brought to life the persons and events of Matthew

1 and 2 and Luke 1 and 2. Read Matthew, chapters 1 and 2 or Luke, chapters 1 and 2.

Then, choose 5 of the characters described below. On separate paper, write your answers
to the questions.

Mary: Character Focus: Trust

Mary trusted that God would make everything alright if she did as God asked.
Teen Question: Who do you know that lives a unique and good life that is
different from how most people live?

Joseph: Character Focus: Selflessness
Joseph responded to the challenges of his life by caring for others before
himself. Teen Question: Who has treated you in a selfless way recently?

Joachim: Character Focus: Hard work

Joachim is the father of Mary. He must work hard to provide food and shelter
for his family.

Teen Question: What recent goal has required hard work in your life? Was
this goal a positive goal for yourself or others?

Anne: Character Focus: Protection

Anne tried to keep Mary safe and cared-for in the dangerous times in which
she lived.

Teen Question: What are you afraid of? Do you ask God to help you stay safe?

Elizabeth: Character Focus: Joy

Elizabeth finds joy in her unusual situation.

Teen Question: What persons or activities give you a feeling of “joy” (i.e. really
fun)

Zechariah: Character Focus: Doubt

Zechariah doubted that God would bring his wife and himself a child in old
age.

Teen Question: Describe a time when you doubted you could achieve
something (but you achieved it after all).
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Herod and Herod’s Son: Character Focus: Leadership

Herod and his sons were cruel to the Jewish people and vain in their desire for
palaces and wealth. They were bad examples of leadership.

Teen Question: Describe a peer who has good leadership skills and tell why
you admire their leadership.

Roman Tax Collectors: Character Focus: How we treat our neighbors.

The tax collectors were also soldiers. They wanted money and possessions from
the people who lived on Roman lands. They gave these items to Rome and kept
some for themselves. They were cruel and did not have any care for their
neighbors (fellow human beings).

Teen Question: What kinds of people in your school need a little more
kindness from their peers?

The Kind Shepherd Character Focus: Hope

The kind shepherd says he has hope that God will give him a gift in life. He
had a hard life but hope kept him going.

Teen Question: What do you hope for in your future?

The Three Kings: Character Focus: Knowledge

The Three Kings were scholars. They knew that studying various aspects of life
on earth and in the stars would help them to live meaningful lives.

Teen Question: What classes have you completed that gave you knowledge
that you appreciated?

Jesus: Character Focus: Love

While Jesus doesn’t have a huge role in this film, he is the meaning behind
everyone’s life!

Teen Question: Think of agape love—selfless love. Why is this love so
important for human life?



